The traditional approach to violence in the Latin America 
INTRODUCTION
and investment.
The Inter-American Development Bank estimates that the per capita GDP of the region would be 25% higher if the rates of violence in the region were equal to the global violence rates (Londoño JL & Guerrero R. 1998).
In addition, insecurity is the principal risk for companies located in the region. International companies, with the potential of infusing large quantities of capital into the region, are moving their operations to cheaper and more secure regions of the world; a trend that will only lead to an increase in the already high level of poverty.
There are several current initiatives in Latin America and the Caribbean addressing youth and adolescent violence; most, however, are not coordinated, not based on evidence, and without systematic approaches for monitoring and evaluation. Frequently these initiatives approach violence from a punitive perspective, labeling it as delinquency and calling for strict punishment rather than prevention and rehabilitation.
In response to the continued rise in violence among youth and the ineffectiveness of traditional approaches, the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) -World Health particularly vulnerable to the kinds of stress that promote mental instability. The extreme manifestation of this instability is suicide. Available data suggests that in the Americas 18% of suicides are attributed to persons aged 15-24 years, the majority of whom are male (except in Cuba). However these numbers are often underreported (Weaver & Maddaleno, 1999) .
Mortality as a result of road traffic accidents in LAC is also one of the highest globally -for example, in El
Salvador the mortality rate reaches 41.7 per 100,000, 41.0 in the Dominican Republic and 25.6 in Brazil (WHO, 2004b) .
Impact in the region equals over 3 million for young men and 1 million for young women in disability adjusted life years (DALYs) lost (WHO, 2004a) . Twenty-three percent of all traffic accidents occur in the 10-to 19-year age group, and it is estimated that for every death caused by a traffic accident, 10 injuries occur (PAHO, 2003) .
In Central America and Mexico, traffic accidents are the leading cause of death among adolescents, followed by homicides and suicides (PAHO, 2004) . Accidents are the primary cause of death for young women aged 10-14 years and 20-24 years, and intoxication is the leading cause of death for 15-to 19-year old females (PAHO, 2000b) . In the English-speaking Caribbean as a whole, the number one cause of death for adolescents is also traffic accidents with violence as the second cause of death. In South America, homicide is the primary cause of death of adolescents (PAHO, 2004) .
In all countries globally, young men are both the principal perpetrators and victims of homicides (WHO, 2001) . Between 80 and 95% of youth deaths are young menhomicide being the primary cause of death among men 15 to 34 years old, in many LAC countries (PAHO 2001) . Compared to women, young men are disporportionally impacted by suicide, road traffic accidents, and injury. For example, compared to women in the 15-19-year age group, men are 2.5 times more likely to die by suicide, 3.8 times more likely to die in accidents, and 6.5 times more likely to die by homicide or injury (Tuirán et al., 2000) . & Ireland, 2004) . Girls are two times more likely to be sexually abused than boys, and all street children are particularly vulnerable to sexual and other forms of violence (Weaver & Maddaleno, 1999 ).
An increase in gang related violence in the region has become one of the most visible forms of youth violence.
Gangs provide a social space for their member. Too often however they also engage in violent behavior (WOLA, 2005) .
Overall estimates of gang membership vary considerably.
Estimates range from 30,000 to nearly 400,000, including an estimated 30,000 to 285,000 in El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua alone (Centro de Estudios de Guatemala, 2005; Franco, 2005) . According to the Caribbean Adolescent Health Survey (1997), one in 11 adolescents reported belonging to a gang and an additional 10% said they had in the past (Blum & Ireland, 2004 (DuRant, Pendergrast & Cadenhead, 1994; Markowitz, 2003) .
Drawing on global research using the ecological framework, (Liddell et al, 1994; Kostalny & Garbarino, 1994; Garbarino & Kostalny, 1996; Diehl et al, 1993; Lorion & Saltzman, 1993) . The extent to which a young person is exposed to physical violence, social unrest, displacement and warfare can also have a decisive influence on that young person's health and development (Shakoor & Chalmers, 1991; PAHO, 2003) .
The age of exposure to violence also makes a difference. For example, the health system excludes young people by not taking into consideration their specific needs.
Adolescents and youth get sick much less frequently than children, public policy, which is much more concerned with treatment of disease rather than health care, has traditionally neglected the specific needs of young people (Rodriguez, 2005) . Young people who unfold their identities through diverse forms of violence are expressing their rejection of the society of which they have been excluded (Rodriguez, 2005) .
Youth development
Adolescence is the period during which individuals face the task of establishing an identity and interpersonal bonds beyond the family; learning to handle growing sexual maturity in a responsible manner; and developing the capacity for economic viability, including education, skills, attitudes, and habits (PAHO, 2003) . There is heightened social pressure during adolescence which pushes boys and girls to prove their "manhood" and "womanhood", respectively, most often according to traditional gender norms (Barker, 2000) . (Bardwick & Douvan, 1990) . From a very early age boys are frequently reprimanded for their behavior and therefore learn to affirm their identity from an early age without relying on the acceptance of others (Bardwick and Douvan, 1990 (Barker, 2000) . Women as partners also propagate the norms of traditional patriarchy through demanding qualities in their partners that fall in line with the narrow definitions of manhood pervasive within society (Barker, 2000) . 
Social integration and visibility

Finding a Space for Social Recognition: Gang violence
When the broader society produces a hostile social dynamic, youth and adolescence tend to group themselves where they feel most comfortable: with their peers (Rodriguez, 2005) . Chile, for example, has achieved 75% attendance in secondary education by committing to universal access to education. They also offer universal access to health services. Nicaragua has an innovative approach to law enforcement that focuses on preventing crime and rehabilitation (Franco, 2006) . 
d) Media involvement and partnership
The media plays a powerful role within society with the ability to influence behavior, opinion, and values.
Journalists and other media professionals can be crucial allies in disseminating best practices and influencing public opinion. In Colombia efforts have been made through a workshop uniting health and media professionals, to collaborate in addressing violence.
e) Build networks and strategic alliances
Regional networks and strategic alliances, including the 
